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Grace and peace in the Name and Spirit of Jesus Christ! 

     What is your new year going to look like? Are you planning on  

having a ―great‖ year? Is there room in the new year for you to improve 

your relationships with God and with your neighbors? Is there room in 

this new year to serve the poor and dispossessed? 

Jesus shares these teachings as ways to redirect our focus and attention 

and how to find ―greatness‖ life: 
 

 A lawyer asked Jesus:  ―‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?‘  Je-

sus said, ‗You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.‘ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 

like it ‗You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‘ On these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets.‖ (Matthew 22:36-40 – NRSV) 

 The disciples asked Jesus, ―‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? He called a 

child, whom he put among them, and said, ‗Truly I tell you, unless you change and  

become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes 

humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me.‖ (Matthew 18:1-5 -- NRSV) 

 After James and John‘s mother had requested preferential treatment of her two sons,  

Jesus said: ―You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 

among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.‖ (Matthew 20:25-28 – NRSV) 

Jesus said:  ―The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.‖ (Matthew 23:11-12 – 

NRSV) 

Jesus shared many angles of how to approach greatness. From the ―Great Command-

ment‖ to ―Who is the greatest?‖ Jesus points out that greatness is measured in relationships 

that love God and neighbors and serve others who are in need. In a culture that prides itself 

on doing whatever it takes to get ahead, we can learn much from our Savior‘s teaching. 

Greatness is more about who we love and how we love than how we can ―make a name for 

ourselves.‖ 

The 3rd Wednesday of each month we will be serving our neighbors who are in need 

with a meal, a short time of worship, activities for children and youth, and classes for adults 

(budgeting, job skill/search coaching, parenting skills, dietary planning, etc…) Our 

neighbors will have the opportunity to go through our new clothes closet and they will also 

receive their food boxes for the month. We will also be offering health screenings as well. 

Our goal in providing these ministries is to love God as we love our neighbors and in doing 

so we aim to break the cycle of poverty for each of these families. 

In this new year my invitation is for us to be more attentive to our relationships. God 

desires stronger relations with Him and our neighbors (including the poor and dispossessed). 

This year we can become greater in the kingdom of God by focusing less on ourselves and 

more on God and our neighbors. 

Happy New Year!  Happy New You!! 

Grace and peace, 

 Rev. Danny Gleason, Senior Pastor 

From Pastor Danny... 



Applying Bible Principles 
We’ve all heard the expression, “Money talks.” That’s true. Money does talk. 

Oh, not in words or phrases that constitute a language, but money talks. Be-
cause it is valuable to us, how we use it communicates volumes to those about 
us. People tend to spend their money on things that are important to them. With 
the exception perhaps of taxes, all of us vote with the contents of our purses, 
wallets and checkbooks concerning what means the most to us. 

In fact, we could even go so far as to say that a person who does not spend 
money on something which is supposedly very important in his or her life really 
does not place much value on that item or activity. Suppose for a moment that 
you think “little league” baseball for kids is very important. You talk about it 
wherever you go. You attend the games. You enroll your own children in the 
program. But when someone calls you to ask you to be a sponsor of a team, or 
when someone “passes the hat” at a game to pay for equipment, you refuse to 
participate. 

Would you not agree that an impartial observer of such behavior would con-
clude correctly that little league baseball really does not mean much to you? 
Your lack of financial support would outweigh the other positive aspects of your 
attendance, enthusiasm and participation. 

The same thing is true in the spiritual realm. It is one thing to talk about 
Christianity. It is yet another to demonstrate our faith by how we use the money 
which God has entrusted to us. And that is especially true in our support of the 
ministry of Benton United Methodist Church. As someone said recently in one 
church just before the offering was received, “Lord, in spite of all we say and do, 
this is what we think of you.”  

Or as the Lord Jesus put it, “ . . . your light must shine before people, so that 
they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven” (Matt. 
5:16). 

Eager to do Good 

Dear Church Family, 

You have made my joy complete in your generous out 

pouring during Advent Conspiracy.  Paul writes to Titus: 

 11 That is the way we should live, because God's grace 

that can save everyone has come. 12 It teaches us not to live 

against God nor to do the evil things the world wants to do. 

Instead, that grace teaches us to live in the present age in a 

wise and right way and in a way that shows we serve God. 13 

We should live like that while we wait for our great hope and 

the coming of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ.14 He gave himself for us so he might pay the price to 

free us from all evil and to make us pure people who belong 

only to him—people who are always wanting to do good 

deeds. Titus 2:11-14 New Century Version (NCV) 

Other translations say: zealous to do good work; commit-

ted to good deeds; enthusiastic for good deeds.  Each of these 

describes a people who want to share the love of Christ with 

others.  I can think of no better evangelistic outreach than 

showing in word and deed what it means to be a follower of 

Christ. Yes Benton, we are zealots for living out our faith! 

Although there are times that I would not wish my job on 

my worst enemy, there are many other times that I rejoice in 

your spirit of generosity that overflows from hearts of grati-

tude.  Through Tuesday, December 27 we received a total of 

$13,858.22 for Advent Conspiracy gifts. In addition to the 

four designated funds, we also received $5539.00 to be di-

vided between the four projects which is an additional 

$1384.75 to each fund! 

 Compassion International:  

$1310.00 + 1384.75= $2694.75 

 Heifer Project:  

$2888.22 + 1384.75= $4272.97 

 Red Bird Mission:  

$351.00 + 1384.75= $1735.75 

 Local Outreach:  

$3670.00 + 1384.75= $5054.75 

 Living Water: $100.00 

 I watched as my children and grandchildren opened their 

cards that said a gift had been given to Heifer International or 

to our local outreach mission projects.  They were eager to 

know more and I was eager to share with them about this 

wonderful ―conspiracy‖ to take back Christmas.  I had shared 

earlier with them my desire for them to give to these wonder-

ful causes as my Christmas gift.  Frankly, they didn‘t under-

stand until they received.  I have no doubt that they will en-

thusiastically embrace the concept next year.  One son said 

―Mom, you can use your gift money for yourself or for Ad-

vent Conspiracy.‖  It was a no-brainer for me.  All my needs 

and many of my wants are being met and for that I give the 

glory to God and pray that I will continue to be a part of the 

conspiracy for the rest of my days. 

What about you? Do you have an Advent Conspiracy 

story to share? I would love to hear it! 
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Financial Updates 
This past year has been one of transitions.  I want to thank you for 

being steadfast in growing our mission and ministry through your  
generosity. 
Building Fund 

We are almost to the end of our 3 year Building campaign, “Our Faith-
ful Journey”.  We will renegotiate our building loan this spring.  In March 
of 2009, we signed a note for $1,890,359.01. Today our remaining note 
is $1,098,336.51.  Thank you for your faithfulness that has allowed us to  
pay almost $800,000.00 in principal payments! 
Designated Giving 

In 2011 we received $142,000.00 for specific projects ranging from the 
Shoe ministry, to mission trips, to world disasters, food ministry, souper 
Saturday, and 80 other special ministry and mission projects. WOW! All 
these funds have been dispensed in your name to help others in the 
name of Christ. 
General Fund 

Every family has to have a budget based on projected income and 
expenses.  Our church family is no different and just like my own house-
hold, sometimes unanticipated expenses arise.  That is why it is so help-
ful to have a reserve fund to fall back on when emergencies arise.  This 
year we have received          $ 561,000 to support our ministry and mis-
sion to our community and around the world.  As of today (December 28, 
2011), our expenses have been $556,000 giving us a $5000.00 cushion 
to carry into the New Year along with the $18,000 already in reserve.  
Your church leaders and staff have worked diligently to control costs and 
remain mission minded.  As soon as we receive all our pledges, we will 
have a better idea of how our ministry dollars will be distributed in 2012.  
It promises to be an exciting year of mission and I pray you will join with 
the rest of the Benton UMC family in giving your best. 
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O.P.A.L.S & BINGO 
(Older People with Active Life Styles) 
Tuesday, January  24th at 11:30 a.m. 

Meet at Benton UMC 
$4 per person  
It 's happening again. Those Older People with  
Active Life Styles will be meeting in the Family Life Center Tuesday, 
January 24th  at 11:30 a.m. for fellowship, lunch and bingo. Guests are 
not only welcome but encouraged. Lunch is $4. We welcome the  
opportunity to fellowship with you. Hope to see you there.        

United Methodist Women  
The Benton United Methodist Women will host their annual United Methodist Women Sunday on January 15, 

2012.  Our guest speaker will be Cathy Brewton, an ordained deacon in the United Methodist Church.  Cathy 
founded Life House Ministries, whose purpose is to restore human beings to the image of God.  Life House  
Ministries focuses on spiritual formation and growth through prayer classes, individual spiritual direction,  
contemplative worship, and spiritual movement classes.  Please make plans to attend church January 15, to 
hear about, and be inspired by this exciting ministry. 

Benton United Methodist Women has two circles that meet each month.  The Nightingales circle meets the 
third Tuesday (January 17, 2012) of every month at 6:30 p.m.  The Morning Glories circle meets the third 
Wednesday (January 18, 2012) of each month at 9:30 a.m.  This month, both circles meet in the Eva Smith 
Room for a program “Prayer and Self-Denial”  given by Pat Mosher and light refreshments will be served.  All 
women of the UMC are invited to join us for a time of supportive fellowship. 

The purpose of the UMW is to know God, to experience freedom through Jesus Christ, and to expand  

concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the United Methodist Church. 

United Methodist Women 
in the Kitchen Cookbook 

 

Cookbooks are still on sale in the church office.  
They make great gifts for the whole family!  

$10.00 each in the church office. 

Get yours today! 

M e t h o d i s t  W o m e n  
i n  t h e  K i t c h e n  

Thank you Benton United Methodist Women 

The Benton UMW has donated $500.00 to our local outreach projects and $500.00 for Red Bird scholarships.  These gifts were from the 

fund raisers that we had this fall.  Thank you for your participation. 

Benton United Methodist Men  

Silent Auction 

Please remember to pick up and pay for 

your silent auction items.   

Checks should be made to Benton UMM 

and memo ―auction‖  on your check. 

Interim Choir Director,  

Kim Winterman 
     The past two and a half years have 

been an exciting experience for me here 

at Benton United Methodist Church. I 

have enjoyed helping Chris with the  

student ministry and working with the 

youth. As most of you know, music is 

very important to me, so I feel honored to 

be able to serve by directing the choir. It is a new experience 

for me to work with an adult choir, although I have directed 

youth choirs in the past. I know God has great plans for this 

church, and I am glad to have a new opportunity to be a part of 

what He is doing.  

     I am excited to be working with such a wonderful choir 

and look forward to helping the music ministry continue to 

grow. I want to take this opportunity to invite anyone who is 

interested to come and see if choir is a way you can offer your 

talents to God. Our first rehearsal will be Wednesday, January 

4th at 5:30 p.m. Future rehearsal times and days will be deter-

mined soon. For more information regarding the choir you can 

contact me at 465-2577, or contact the church office. Thank 

you! I look forward to serving you!      

                                 ~Kim Winterman 

Music Ministry Reorganization 
Starting January 8th, Jennifer Hable will be Worship 

Leader for the Contemporary Service. Traditional Worship 

and the choir will be under the direction of Kim Winterman 

with Becky Bell as pianist. We welcome Becky and Kim to 

the Benton United Methodist Church Staff and look forward 

to a wonderful musical year of 2012. 

New Phone Number for  
Rev. Carl Munyon 

(318) 742-1538 
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Beach B.U.M.S. News... 
Advent was a busy and exciting time for the Beach BUMS! 

We selected Heifer International as our focus for  
Advent Conspiracy. Each week we collected money to 
purchase different animals to be given to needy  
families. Week One we collected $20 to buy a flock of 
chicks. Week Two we collected $30 to purchase a hive of 
bees. December 11, week three, our collection of $60 
was used to buy a trio of rabbits. Week Four's  
collection of $120 was used to purchase a pig, and our final purchase was 
a lamb (also $120) in honor of the Lamb of God, our Savior Jesus Christ!  
Each week we also created snacks to eat and ornaments for our  

Christmas trees to remind us of our giving!  

     We had tons of fun on Tuesday, December 20, at 

Soup and Sandwiches with Santa. We ate supper, 

made crafts, and had family pictures with Santa. 

 

 

 

 

     We also prepared over 100 boxes for our December Food Bank recipi-

ents. Many thanks to the "elves" (both big and 

small) that helped with this project! 

    The children also created five blankets for the patients at St. Jude 

Children's Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. Thanks for your support of 

our Lemonade Stand which funded this project!  

     Several current and previous WaveRunners participated in the St. 

Jude 5K in Memphis in early December. Archie Fleming finished first in 

his age division and 13th overall. Don't forget - We had the chance to 

meet Elvis!  You never know who might show up at a 5K! 

January Events 
January will also be an exciting and fun 

time! We will return to our WNL schedule on 
Wednesday, January 11. Our younger students 
(3 years - 2nd grade) will be playing BIBLE 
Bingo. Our older students (3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders) will be playing BIBLE Trivia to earn 

points for an adventure trip in late March!  

Join us on Monday, January 16, as we head 

out to the BoardWalk for lunch and a movie. 

On Sunday, January 22, 2012, our  
WaveRunners (any age walkers, joggers, and 
runners) will participate in the Louisiana Lions 
Stride for Sight 5K Race that starts at 2:15 PM 
at the Shreveport Downtown Airport. We will run 
along Airport Drive and Clyde Fant Parkway 
North. This run is to raise funds for our  
Louisiana Lions Eye Bank here in Shreveport. 
They harvest corneas and provide eye care and 
eye glasses for children in our local schools.  
WaveRunners will also be participating in  
another St. Jude run in Nashville, Tennessee, in 

April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for details of these and other  
Beach BUMS events in your bulletin  

and on Facebook! 

 



 Student ministry 

January Events 
Watch for more information about 

these and other events! 
 

INcounter Student Worship 
Sunday, January 8th  
at 5:00 p.m. 
(snack bar opens at  
5:00 p.m., worship begins at 
5:30 p.m.) 

Small Groups 
Wednesday, January 11  
at 6:30 p.m. 

30-Hour Famine 
Friday, February 17th & 18th 

Red Bird Mission Trip 
March 24th—March 31st 

 

Contact Information 

Chris Winterman,  
Student Pastor 

Office: (318) 965-2273  
Cell: (318) 465-1031 

chriswinterman@bellsouth.net   
FaceBook: 

www.facebook.com\cwinterman 

 

 
Hey everyone, 

2012 is here!  As Kim and I are halfway through our third year here at 

Benton United Methodist Church, we are blessed when we look back at what 

God has done in our lives and in the ministry over this time.  We are also ex-

cited to look to the future and see what He is going to do next.  Here are 

some of the big things coming up for ―In‖ Student Ministries for the Spring 

and Summer of 2012: 

January begins our Team VIP Sunday Nights during INcounter Student 

Worship.  You and your teen don‘t want to miss these exciting times each 

Sunday night from 5:00-7:30! 

Sunday, February 5th will be our annual students vs. adults flag football 

game from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM.  After that it‘s off to watch the Super Bowl! 

February 17th and 18th will be our 30 Hour Famine.  We will go without 

food (juice and water only) for 30 hours to raise money for World Vision to 

feed starving children around the world, to raise awareness within our com-

munity about people dealing with poverty, and to give us a greater under-

standing of what people go through when they are truly hungry.  For more 

information on the 30 Hour Famine, go to www.30hourfamine.org. 

March 24th-March 31st is our annual Red Bird Mission Trip to Beverly, 

Kentucky.  Sign up now and watch God change your life as you serve others 

in the mountains of Kentucky! 

April has a huge focus on Easter and we will kick off Holy Week on Sun-

day, April 1st by watching ―The Passion of the Christ‖ together.  This is an 

extremely serious time that makes us reflect on exactly what Jesus did for us 

on that cross. 

May is full of end of the school-year preparations like our Senior Recog-

nition Sunday on May 6th and our Video Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, May 

27th. 

June and July are full of events from Camp Caney, our annual trip to Six-

Flags/Hurricane Harbor, and Student Life Camp.  Check out our calendars, 

look us up on Facebook at www.facebook.com/instudents, or just give us a 

call to get more details on anything that we‘re doing.  

Thanks so much for you support and your prayers as we continue to part-

ner with you in ministry to your teen, your family, and this congregation! 

In Christ, 

Chris Winterman 
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WEEKLY & MONTHLY 
 

Sunday 

Traditional Worship 8:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship 10:50 a.m. 
Sunday School  9:40 a.m. 

Worship & Dinner 5th Sunday of each month at 10:30 a.m. 
INcounter Student Worship 5:30 p.m.  

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 3rd Sunday at 7:15 a.m. 

Monday 
Zumba 5:30 p.m. 

Staff Meeting 3:15 p.m. 

Prayer Shawl 1st  Monday at 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday 

Prayer Team 9:00 a.m. 
Zumba 9:00 a.m. 
OPALS (Older People with Active Life Styles)  
4th Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.  
Choir Practice at 5:30 p.m. 

Waverunners  6:30 p.m. at Brownlee Park 

Wednesday 

Wednesday ‘Nite’ Live at 5:30 p.m. 
Beach BUMS Children’s Ministry 6:30 p.m. 
IN Student Ministries Events 6:30 p.m. 

Praise Team Practice 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday 
Zumba 9:00 a.m. 
Waverunners 6:30 p.m. at Brownlee Park 

Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00 p.m. in Pairs & Spares 

 

EVENTS 
  
Wesleyan Covenant Renewal Service 
Sunday, January 8 at 8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m. 
United Methodist Women Sunday 
Sunday, January 15 at 8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m. 
Good Neighbor Dinner 
Wednesday, January 18 at 5:00  p.m. 
Laity Sunday 

Sunday, January 22 at 8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m. 

 
 

              Call the church office at 965-2273 or email  

bentonumc@bellsouth.net to submit your calendar items. 
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1st Wednesday of Each Month 
Pool of Siloam at 4:30 p.m. 
Serve in the kitchen, food pantry, clothes closet, and soup line. 

Contact: Ron Jones ............................................. (318) 469-3693 

2nd Wednesday of Each Month  
NWLA Food Pantry Truck Unloading at 11:00 a.m. 
Unload Truck (4,000 lbs. of goods) 
Contact: Karen Wise ............................................ (318) 742-3933 
NWLA  Food Pantry Box Packing at 1:00 p.m. 
Pack monthly pantry boxes. 
Contact: Karen Wise ............................................ (318) 742-3933 
Shreveport-Bossier Rescue Mission at 4:15 p.m. 
Serve in the kitchen and dining hall.  

Contact: Bo May .................................................. (318) 347-8341 

3rd Wednesday of Each Month 

Good Neighbor Dinner & Food Pantry Distribution 
Benton UMC at 5:00 p.m. 
Distribute food boxes to local families in need.  
Contact: Karen WIse ........................................... (318) 742-3933 
The Clothes Closet at 4:00 p.m. 
Distribute clothes to local families in need.  

Contact: Gwen Hodge ......................................... (318) 218-3710 

IN Student Ministries  
The Students of IN Student Ministries will serve in the residents of 
Benton, North Bossier and Plain Dealing by helping with the Food 
Pantry, Clothes Closet, and kitchen preparation and service. 

Contact: Chris Winterman ................................... (318) 465-1031 

4th Wednesday of Each Month 

Sutton Children’s Hospital at 6:00 p.m. 
Play Bingo with the children of Sutton’s  
hospital. 

Contact: Ron Jones ............................................. (318) 469-3696 

Every Wednesday  
The Clothes Closet at 1:00 p.m. 
Process and organize the clothes that come in for distribution on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  

Contact: Gwen Hodge ......................................... (318) 218-3710 

Every Monday—Thursday  
Church Office Servants  
from 9 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
(multiple shifts available or stay all day) 
Serve at the “Mission Desk” taking assistance applications,  
giving out emergency food boxes, meeting the people we serve, 
and helping around the church office. Please call if you would like 
to help. 

Contact: Rachel Stoneman .................................. (318) 965-2273 

4th Saturday of Each Month 
Souper Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 
Help package and/or deliver food to local recipients. 

Contact: Kenneth Ashley ..................................... (318) 965-5586 

at a glance 
2012 
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Christian Writers Conference 2012  

What’s in it for me? 

What does CWC have for me?  I can’t even write a letter? 

CWC has exactly what you need! In Connie Cox‘s letter writing workshop, she will take you, step-by-step, word-by-word, 

through the joyful experience of letting your loved ones know exactly what is in your heart. 

Sometimes, I’m so full of emotion and indecision, I don’t know what to do.  I can’t even concentrate enough to 

pray. 

Dr. Pat Day will guide you through how to sort out those emotions, get past your indecision and listen to God‘s clarity by writing 

from your depths of despair, or worry and of confusion. 

I start humming these tunes and sometimes I make up words to go with them, but I don’t know what to do  

after that.  

CWC can help.  Attend local musician Bob Sibley‘s workshop on songwriting and learn how to spread your songs of love and 

praise. 

I need to write a weekly column/blog post/newsletter article and need some help with ideas and organization.  

Mr. Ed Baswell shares his tips, strategies and expertise in how to consistently share God‘s Word through weekly columns. 

My aunt/friend/grandfather or I have an inspirational or spiritual life story that should be chronicled so others 

can learn and grow through it but I don’t know where to start. 

Biographer Sarah Hudson Pierce can take you from the initial interview stage through publication, showing you the techniques 

you need to record those precious stories of your loved ones. 

I have a novel in my head, a story or parable that needs to be told.  I am gifted with the talent of writing and 

don’t know how to develop it. 

CWC is providing a whole slate of authors, including New York Times Bestseller, Lenora Worth and American Christian Fiction 

Writing president, Margaret Daley to give us the background we need to tell our stories and to give us information on fellowship-

ping with other writers whose support we need to see us through to the end of the story. 

I want to come but I have small children and no one to keep them. 

Benton UMC will provide childcare for both Friday night and Saturday.  Call the office (965-2273) to let them know the ages of 

your children. (Bring your children‘s lunches and snacks.) 

Register by calling the church, 965-2273 or by sending in your check with your name and your childcare needs.  Make sure 

check is marked for CWC.  Price is $35 until Feb 22,  then price increases to $50.  Lunch is included for all registrants. 

I don’t want to write, but I want to support my church in this outreach mission. 

*Come Friday Feb 24th at 6:30 pm to show your support and hospitality to Dr. Pat Day who will deliver a message from the heart 

about how God healed him in his time of despair.  Bring friends. 

*Volunteer to help Friday, Feb 24th and/or Saturday Feb 25th, if only for an hour or two, taking registration, relieving the book-

seller, guiding visitors from room to room, serving lunch and multitude other ways. 

*Donate to the scholarship fund—any amount is appreciated—so a talented yet underprivileged teen can attend the conference. 

(See Mary Jo Duddy if you know of a teen who would benefit from CWC). 
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Sundays in January 2012 
January 1st  

A New Beginning 

Rev. Carl Munyon 

January 8th 

Living Our Baptism 

Rev. Danny Gleason 

January 15th 

United Methodist Women Sunday 

Cathy Brewton, Guest Speaker 

January 22nd 

Laity Sunday 

Guest Speaker 

January 29th 

Jesus, The Great Physician: The Healing Word 

Rev. Danny Gleason 


